
 

 

NDP Party responses to  advance  Q & A  -  All Candidates 

 

1)     What policies or actions will you as our MPP, and your Party in the legislature do to:  

  

a) invest in the training and production of local, organic and regenerative agriculture practices as   

        measures to ensure both the health of our soils and our food security?   

 b)    support farmers in making the changes needed to achieve these essential outcomes?  

 c)     facilitate our indigenous communities in maintaining their traditional food systems?  

Answer:   

An NDP government will protect prime farmland and water from land speculators and unsustainable 

urban development and expand Ontario’s Greenbelt, while increasing economic opportunities for 

farmers and agricultural operations. Before a project takes place on agricultural land, it will be subject to 

a mandatory Agricultural Impact Assessment.  

 We will support investments to turn farm waste into biogas, reducing energy costs and carbon 

emissions.  

 We will develop a Provincial Water Strategy based on the principle that decisions about water must be 

based on public interest, and guarantee farmers and the public access to sustainable water sources  

And as part of our overall agriculture strategy:   

We will invest in rural transportation, health care, schools and infrastructure.  

We will protect prime farmland and water.  

Broadband is an essential service for rural Ontario, and we’ll treat it like one. We will finally connect 

rural communities so agri-businesses have the broadband they need to compete, and rural families have 

the broadband they need to stay connected.  

The NDP will lift the cap on the Risk Management Program for agricultural producers.  

Working alongside farmers, we will develop a Provincial Food and Water Strategy, to strengthen the 

resilience of our supply chain from farms to dinner tables.  

Indigenous communities need clean water and soil and jurisdiction over their lands to maintain 

traditional food systems.   

 

 An NDP government will:   



We will establish a true government-to-government relationship with Ontario’s First Nations.  

We are committed to implementing the recommendations of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

We’ll work on resource revenue sharing to ensure new, stable revenue sources for First Nations   

We will, once and for all, clean up the mercury impacting the Grassy Narrows and Wabaseemoong First 

Nations.   

We will ensure minimum standards requirements for clean water for First Nations Communities. In 2020 

MPP Mamakwa tabled Bill 286, The Inherent Right to Safe Drinking Water Act, 2021, to do just that.    

       

2)     a) How does Ontario’s current commitment to reducing GHG emissions align with the Federal 

government’s commitment under the United Nations Paris Climate Agreement of 2016, where Canada 

along with 195 other countries signed a legally binding treaty to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius?  

       b) What policies and incentives would you implement for Ontario to meet this target?   

  

 Answer:   

 In April 2021, we released the Green New Democratic Deal – we believe it is the boldest, most effective 

– and achievable – climate plan Ontario’s ever had   

The Green New Democratic Deal includes:  

Strong greenhouse gas reduction targets of 50% reductions from 2005 levels by 2030, and net-zero no 

later than 2050 — in line the most ambitious commitments in the Paris Climate Accords, aimed at 

limiting the rise in global temperatures to 1.5 degrees Celsius  

A mandate for all newly built public, residential and commercial buildings to be net-zero emissions by 

2030, alongside a world-leading building retrofit program  

Ontario’s first zero-emissions vehicle strategy, ramping up electric vehicle sales to hit a 100 percent 

target by 2035  

A new fair and equitable cap-and-trade program  

Electrifying all municipal transit by 2040  

Giving $600 to households to install electric vehicle charging stations at home, and requiring new homes 

to have vehicle charging capacity  

Establishing Ontario’s first Youth Climate Corps  

Restoring the powers of the Environment Commissioner  

Planting one billion trees by 2030  

  



  

3)     In 2021, according to the Canada Energy Regulator, an arm of the Federal government, 36% of 

GHG emissions, came from the transportation sector as the direct result of the burning of fossil fuels, 

and was the largest producer of GHG in Ontario.  

a)     What steps would your government immediately take to reduce Ontario’s GHG emissions from this 

sector, in order to eliminate its dangerous contribution to global warning?  

b)     When considering the construction and use of not only the new 413 Highway, but also both the 

Bradford Bypass and the widening of the 401, what are your solutions to the unavoidable resulting 

increase in GHG emissions, urban sprawl, loss of Greenbelt protection, and air and water pollution?    

Answer:   

We will electrify all municipal transit by 2040.  

We will implement a provincial zero-emissions electrical-vehicle strategy with investments in the 

automotive sector, new charging stations and rebates for home charging stations.   

We will cancel the expensive Hwy 413 and Bradford Bypass immediately upon being elected. An NDP 

government will not pave over precious wetlands and green spaces.   

   

4)     Affordable and sustainable housing is unattainable within our current minimum building code  

        standards. What actions will you and your Party take to:  

i)               support retrofits to existing buildings,   

ii)              ensure new builds are EV ready,  

iii)              increase insulation requirements,   

iv)             bring Passive House standards as the standard for efficiency,   

v)              set a mandatory Green Development Standard for all new developments,   

vi)             re-establish municipalities’ jurisdictional authority?   

  

Answer:  

As part of our Green New Democratic Deal:  

We will require all newly built public, residential and commercial buildings to be net-zero emissions by 

2030, alongside a world-leading building retrofit program.  

By investing in retrofits, between 2022 and 2030 Ontario could see more than $15.2 billion added to our 

annual GDP, which should create about 100,000 good jobs.   



We will launch a program to provide grants and zero-interest loans that will lower families’ energy bills, 

create jobs, and help Ontario cut its emissions. Families will be able to get grants of $7,000 to $11,000 

for energy efficient upgrades on their home. For costs over the amount of the grant, Ontario will offer 

zero-interest financing. It’s a stress-free, on-bill, zero interest financing program, so people pay it off 

over time through their hydro bill. Qualifying upgrades include things like heat pumps, high-efficiency 

electric water heaters, efficient windows, insulation, deep energy retrofits and energy efficiency 

assessments by authorized professionals.  

We’ll make the province more resilient and prepared for the impacts of climate change. We’ll 

implement a climate stress test on all provincial infrastructure, applied to all existing and planned 

provincial infrastructure, and make repairs and upgrades where needed.   

Our housing and Green new Deal will ensure changes to the building code and zoning to ensure green 

building and increased affordability.    

And at the same time New Democrats will restore the partnership with municipalities with stable, 

reliable funding and a no-surprises approach. The NDP will make sure municipalities get the support 

they need and the kind of transparent partnership they deserve.                                                            

 

Sent by Linda MacKenzie-Nicholas as per Kim McArthur-Jackson, NDP candidate, Northumberland-

Peterborough South 

 


