
 

 

Liberal Party responses to  advance  Q & A  -  All Candidates 

 

1)     What policies or actions will you as our MPP, and your Party in the legislature do to: 

a)     invest in the training and production of local, organic and regenerative agriculture practices as 

measures to ensure both the health of our soils and our food security?  

 

ANSWER  

We very much look forward to working with our farm families in the agricultural community to get their 

input in these important areas and then develop both the policies and funding opportunities to local and 

certainly organic practices a top priority. 

 

b)     support farmers in making the changes needed to achieve these essential outcomes? 

 

ANSWER  

Absolutely our farm families are the obviously critical components of any agricultural food provincial 

plans or policies. We need to help our farmers thrive and prosper in their important endeavours and that 

starts first by listening to them by implementing their collective vision in designing the most robust plan 

possible. It is incumbent upon any government to put agricultural dynamism and food security first. 

 

c)     facilitate our indigenous communities in maintaining their traditional food systems? 

 

ANSWER  

Much like our farming families, this starts by listening to our Indigenous communities and having 

them design any plans around their traditional food systems. I firmly believe that any undertaking in 

this type of issue does not ever start with a "top-down" approach but must start and be led by 

Indigenous leaders and their communities. I look forward to helping as M.P.P. in any way I can to 

facilitate these outcomes.        

 

2)     a) How does Ontario’s current commitment to reducing GHG emissions align with the Federal 

government’s commitment under the United Nations Paris Climate Agreement of 2016, where Canada 



along with 195 other countries signed a legally binding treaty to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius? 

 

ANSWER  

Our Environment Platform is very clear. We'll cut greenhouse gas emissions by 50% below 2005 levels by 

2030 and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050 – meaning that Ontario reduces carbon pollution more 

than we create it. Because methane is 80 times stronger than carbon dioxide, we’ll also cut current 

methane levels in half. We’ll work to reduce methane leaks and implement a methane performance 

standard for Ontario’s natural gas to reduce emissions from home heating and support the increased use 

of renewable natural gas – all done in close collaboration with farmers and ranchers. 

a) What policies and incentives would you implement for Ontario to meet this target?  

ANSWER  

 Provide grants and interest-free loans to retrofit homes and buildings 

 Update building codes to energy-efficient and climate-resilient standards 

 Make retrofits to schools, hospitals and other public sector buildings 

 Make it easier to improve energy efficiency and reduce climate risks 

 We need to retrofit our homes and buildings to address air pollution and climate change. For 

instance, heating contributes about 20% of Ontario’s total emissions – and most homes are not 

prepared for more frequent flooding. Retrofits also lower families’ energy bills.  

 We’ll provide 100,000 easy to access grants of up to $3,000 each year for people and businesses 

to make high-performance energy and climate-resiliency retrofits, including new windows, 

insulation, heat pumps and flood protection, in addition to providing interest-free loans for 

deeper retrofits. 

 We’ll also retrofit schools, hospitals, colleges, universities, social housing and other public sector 

buildings to make them energy-efficient and climate-resilient. 

 We’ll update the Ontario Building Code so all new buildings and renovations are built to leading 

energy-efficiency and climate resiliency standards by 2025. We’ll position Ontario’s forestry 

sector to lead the way with low-carbon building materials, including making it easier to build tall 

wood and prefabricated buildings.  

 

3)     In 2021, according to the Canada Energy Regulator, an arm of the Federal government, 36% of 

GHG emissions, came from the transportation sector as the direct result of the burning of fossil fuels, 

and was the largest producer of GHG in Ontario. 

a)     What steps would your government immediately take to reduce Ontario’s GHG emissions from this 

sector, in order to eliminate its dangerous contribution to global warning? 

 

ANSWER  



 Cut the cost of public transit fares to $1 per ride until 2024 

 Lower fares for people transferring between transit systems 

Make transit completely free for veterans 

This measure will get an estimated 400,000 car trips off the road each day 

Provide up to $9,500 in rebates on electric vehicles and charging equipment 

Expand the availability of electric vehicle chargers 

Require all new passenger vehicles sold in Ontario be zero-emission by 2035Close gaps in transit 

networks in every region of Ontario 

Expand public transit throughout the province 

Finish all transit plans already funded 

Better engage local communities on transit projects 

High Frequency Rail to increase passenger rail service between Windsor, London, Brantford and Toronto, 

as well as between Toronto, Peterborough, Ottawa and Québec in collaboration with federal partners 

b) When considering the construction and use of not only the new 413 Highway, but also both the 

Bradford Bypass and the widening of the 401, what are your solutions to the unavoidable 

resulting increase in GHG emissions, urban sprawl, loss of Greenbelt protection, and air and 

water pollution?  

ANSWER  

We will cancel the reckless Ford 413 Highway saving at least $10 billion in the process. 

Call for an immediate environmental impact assessment of the Bradford Bypass given one has not been 

undertaken in 25 years.  

I think again before any widening of the 401 is considered a comprehensive environmental assessment 

has to be undertaken.  

4)     Affordable and sustainable housing is unattainable within our current minimum building code     

        standards. What actions will you and your Party take to: 

i) support retrofits to existing buildings,  

 

ANSWER  

As stated earlier we will undertake a comprehensive retrofit program across Ontario in this regard. 

 

ii)              ensure new builds are EV ready, 

 

ANSWER  



Yes this was talked about back in 2018 by the then Liberal Government it now needs to be implemented 

as policy should we take office after June 2nd. 

iii)              increase insulation requirements,  

ANSWER   

I think this is something to definitely look into as public building code policy. I know a 

comprehensive study was done by the federal government on this very issue and that might be 

a good starting point to see if this works as a real world building strategy to update provincial 

and municipal building codes. 

iv)             bring Passive House standards as the standard for efficiency,  

ANSWER   

I don't know if the complete and exacting standards by Passive House definitions as ascribed by 

Passive House Canada can be fully or easily implemented in the short term. However I think 

many of our plans to upgrade many environmentally positive building code changes are 

certainly some of the most positive changes we have seen in decades in the area of public 

building code policy advancements.  

v)              set a mandatory Green Development Standard for all new developments,  

ANSWER   

I feel strongly that we need to look at implementing some type of Green Development Definition 

Standards in legislation and then working with the members of the development community to 

see that these standards be a bench mark once enacted across new building projects in this 

province. 

vi)             re-establish municipalities’ jurisdictional authority?  

ANSWER   

I think it is important that we work with our municipal partners as just that partners in 

jurisdictional authority. We have seen all too often of late the use by the Ford government of 

Ministerial Zoning Orders ( MZO's) and their weaponization against local municipalities and their 

communities. The improper use of MZO's I would argue constitute one of the biggest threats to 

the natural environment in provincial history. 

 

 


