
 

 

Green Party responses to  advance  Q & A  -  All Candidates 

 

1)     What policies or actions will you as our MPP, and your Party in the legislature do to: 

a)     invest in the training and production of local, organic and regenerative agriculture practices as 

       measures to ensure both the health of our soils and our food security?  

 

ANSWER  

Ontario Green's support farm-to-table agriculture and will make it easier for small farms to use the 

latest technology and access to the internet to turn a profit. We will provide support for farmers to 

adopt more sustainable practices because farming and climate action go hand-in-hand. Healthy soil is 

essential for the health of Ontario's farms and food system. We will revise crop insurance programs to 

support farming practices that improve soil carbon and soil health, and will incentivise on-farm 

composting of agricultural waste that results in biogas recovery. Our plan includes solutions to create 

better connections between farmers and consumers and build a stronger, healthier regional food 

system. 

 

b)     support farmers in making the changes needed to achieve these essential outcomes? 

 

We will support farmers to make the necessary changes and support sustainable agriculture practices by 

setting measurable, made-in-Ontario food purchasing targets for all public institutions, and provide tax 

incentives for local food and beverage manufacturers who purchase inputs grown by local farmers. 

Ontario Greens will pass the Organic Products Act to regulate the use of the term "organic" within 

Ontario. We will invest in an Organic Growth Strategy to support transition, access to organic advisors 

and capital, expansion of organic research programs, and increase promotion of Ontario's organic 

products, and will invest in research and innovation that improves the sustainability of how we grow, 

produce, and distribute our food.  

 

c)     facilitate our indigenous communities in maintaining their traditional food systems? 

 

Ontario Greens will protect at least 25% of lands and water in Ontario by 2025 and 30% by 2030, and we 

will achieve this by working with Indigenous communities to establish Indigenous Protected and 

Conserved Areas where Indigenous governments have the primary role in protecting and conserving 

ecosystems through their laws, governance and knowledge systems. We will work with Indigenous 



communities to protect and restore nature, which will reduce climate pollution and help us adapt to 

extreme weather events. We will increase access and support for local, nutritious food, and treat surplus 

food as a valuable resource, first to feed people, then animals, and never send it to landfill.  

 

2)     a) How does Ontario’s current commitment to reducing GHG emissions align with the Federal 

government’s commitment under the United Nations Paris Climate Agreement of 2016, where Canada 

along with 195 other countries signed a legally binding treaty to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius? 

 

ANSWER  

The Ontario Green Party will set aggressive GHG targets for provincial government operations, and 

expand pollution reduction programs to include hospitals, schools, universities, and other public 

institutions. Starting in 2023, Ontario Green's will set a minimum and increase the percentage of public 

procurements of GHG intensive materials that must be low-carbon, providing a market for heavy 

industries that are transitioning to low-carbon technologies and processes. The transition to a low 

carbon economy and a net-zero future is laid out in our climate plan, "Roadmap to Net Zero". We will 

achieve our goals by phasing out fossil fuels, move to renewable, clean energy sources, increase access 

to EVs and charging infrastructure, and make buildings energy efficient.   

 

   b) What policies and incentives would you implement for Ontario to meet this target?  

Ontario Greens will cut carbon pollution in half by 2030 and hit real net zero by 2045. We will take over 

administration of the federal carbon fee system and increase the price by $25 until it reaches 

$300/tonne in 2032. All carbon fee revenues collected from individuals will be returned to individuals as 

dividends. We will double Ontario's electricity supply by 2040 and make Ontario's electricity emission-

free as quickly as possible to electrify transportation and buildings with clean energy. We will created 

hundreds of thousands of new jobs by retrofitting 40% of existing homes and workplaces to net-zero by 

2030 and 100% by 2040 to help people save money by saving energy. We will require municipalities to 

adopt plans for reducing corporate and community emissions as far as possible to net-zero by 2045, and 

give them the authority and tools to implement them, including long-term, predictable funding.    

  

3)     In 2021, according to the Canada Energy Regulator, an arm of the Federal government, 36% of 

GHG emissions, came from the transportation sector as the direct result of the burning of fossil fuels, 

and was the largest producer of GHG in Ontario. 

 

a)     What steps would your government immediately take to reduce Ontario’s GHG emissions from 

this sector, in order to eliminate its dangerous contribution to global warning? 

 



ANSWER  

The Ontario Green Party will increase demand for new low-emission vehicles with cash incentives up to 

$10,000 for buying a fully electric vehicle, and $1,000 for an e-bike or used electric vehicle. We will 

require trucks in urban areas to be 50% Zero-Emission Vehicles (ZEV) by 2030, and 100% by 2040. 

Ontario Greens will invest in electric charging infrastructure by increasing the number of fast-charging 

stations on every 400 series highway rest stop, provide a tax incentive for businesses to install charging 

infrastructure, amend the building code so that new homes are EV charging ready, and create EV supply 

chains to grow jobs and businesses in Ontario.  

 

b)     When considering the construction and use of not only the new 413 Highway, but also both the 

Bradford Bypass and the widening of the 401, what are your solutions to the unavoidable resulting 

increase in GHG emissions, urban sprawl, loss of Greenbelt protection, and air and water pollution?    

 

ANSWER  

The Ontario Greens will cancel planned unnecessary highways such as Highway 413, and create 

dedicated truck lanes on Highway 407 to reduce congestion and the need for more highways. We will 

prioritise public transit in all transportation planning decisions, and restore the 50% provincial cost-

share for transit operations in order to reduce fare increases for users. All transportation decisions are 

evidence-based, without political interference, and include consultation with planning experts 

throughout the planning process. Ontario Greens will strengthen the Greenbelt Act, make new highways 

through the Greenbelt illegal, double the size of the Greenbelt to include a Bluebelt of protected 

moraines, river systems, and watersheds that includes the Paris Galt Moraine, Carruthers Creek, Grand 

River Watershed, and many other critical bodies of water.    

 

4)     Affordable and sustainable housing is unattainable within our current minimum building code   

        standards. What actions will you and your Party take to: 

i)               support retrofits to existing buildings,  

 

ii)              ensure new builds are EV ready, 

 

iii)              increase insulation requirements,  

 

iv)             bring Passive House standards as the standard for efficiency,  

 

v)              set a mandatory Green Development Standard for all new developments,  

 

vi)             re-establish municipalities’ jurisdictional authority? 

 



ANSWER  

Affordable, sustainable housing is a top priority for Ontario Greens. We will provide up to $15,000 in 

incentives for homeowners for energy retrofits to help people save money by saving energy, and ensure 

new affordable housing stock is accessible and require retrofits to meet the same standards. We will 

amend the building code so that new homes are EV charging ready, and develop new comprehensive 

Built Environment accessibility standards by revising the building code for new construction and major 

renovations, and create incentives for retrofitting homes and buildings that make them accessible. We 

will work with municipalities to implement a province-wide vacant homes tax to make it harder to use 

vacant homes as a place to park cash and reinstate the provincial brownfield remediation fund to 

support municipalities to safely build affordable housing on previously industrial sites. Ontario Greens 

will work collaboratively with municipalities on a province-wide "Yes, in my Backyard" initiative to raise 

awareness of the benefits of infill housing within existing neighbourhoods. We believe in people 

powered change and will encourage municipalities to meaningfully engage with prospective residents 

when consulting on zoning changes and new developments to ensure that all voices are heard during 

the planning process.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide my answers on how Ontario Greens will address these 

important issues. I am looking forward to Friday's event. 


